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Text Structures

Why don’t we first |
~|dIscuss what we mean |

| when we talk about
text structures?




whdat iS a te€xt struciture?

8 Text structures are used |
2 Innonflction writihg. |

to how the author
organizes the
Information he or she
wishes to present,




WhYy iS tE€Xt STructure

— S

. [Understanding how )
« | Informationis |
| organized helps us

comprehend what

we read.



why iS text Structure
.mpori-ani-? o

°’ .~ [ Authors who use o text \
. structures fo organize|.

thelr nonfiction writing
help readers learn
and retain what they
have read.




Text structures

' / Oka)[) IGT)S 3OI
Let’s use 5

fo explore the 5
Mmost common
text structures!




#1: DESCriprion (or +opical)

Ask Yourself's
[s this plece : .
of writing Detall

describin
something?

.@

" Detail :




#1: DESCripTioONn (or topican

Paragraph 1
Descriptive

Sometimes, h mulii-
paragraph descriptive

passages, Detall
each paragraph
describes a different
aspect of the fopic.

Paragraph 2 Paragraph 3
Descriptive Descriptive

Detall Detail




Example Of a DESCription rext structure

Soccer is one of the most popular sports in the world. Millions of people play
soccer.

it is a fairly simple game to learn. Players try to move the ball down the field and
kick it into their goal. However, a goalie stands in front of the goal and tries to block

any shot the other team makes. If a team gets the ball in the goal, they |
score one point. ‘”

Players need to know the rules. You are not allowed to touch the Q
ball with your hands unless you are the goalie, or you are throwing the ball =S\
onto the field from the sideline. You are also not allowed to tackle other 4&)/\
players. The referee watches to make sure each player follows the rules
To play soccer, you need just a few items. You need to have a
ball, a large area of grass, and goals. Many players wear special shoes
| called cleats. These shoes have points on the bottom to help players run u
| without slipping. Many players also wear shin guards. These protect a player’s Y |1
Iegs from gettlng kicked. ") A




EXamplie of a TEXT Structure

Paragraph 1

What makes How the game

that piece

have a S qu‘ged

descripfion
structure?

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 2 C|Oth|n3 {
Rules j
Equipment




$2: S€EqUENCeE

Ask Yourselfs
[s this piece of
writing telling
me the order
of events? J=
o NP e First Next Finaiy

or date or date or date
(1850) (1983)




Soccer is a game that has been played for numerous years. In
fact, many people believe that it began in England over 800 years ago.
| About 200 years ago, in the early 1800s, boys in England played a sport

| like soccer, but they called it football. However, each school

| made up their own rules. In 1863, a group of players met £ .
| and wrote official rules for soccer. Soccer started . . %/
| spreading to other countries. In 1904, an international

| group called FIF A formed to make sure that every

| team around the world followed the same soccer rules.
Today, soccer is one of the most popular sports in the

\ world|

hv v

i
'.‘ -

-



Exampie Of a - TE€XT Structure

What
makes that
plece have
a sequence 1904-world
structure? Started in Early soccer

England 1800s- group
800 cdlled formed
years dgo footbdll . cadlled




#3: compdare & contrast

Ask Yourselfs
Is this piece of

| writing felling me %'\};@TOPIC Iy
| howthingsare |/

w-:-f_ al |ke % different? ) [ [

lelFel‘en'l'( alike *




Exampie of a compare & coONntrast text structure

Soccer and football are alike in a few ways, but have many diff erences. One
similarity is that there are eleven players on the field at one time in both soccer and

| football. They are both popular sports inthe United States, and they both require the
| use of a ball and a field.

:

The differences between soccer and football are numerous. Soccer players

| use a ball shaped like a sphere, whereas football players use a ball that has two ends. In |
| soccer, players are trying to send the ball in the goal. However, in football, players are
{trying to

get the ball in the end zone or through the goal posts. The rules are also very
LA different. In soccer, players are rarely alowed to
touch the ball with their hands, while football players
frequently touch the ball. Football players are allowed to
ckle, but this is forbidden in soccer. These:
@ are just a few ways that soccer and foot- “

ball are different. Nonetheless, most people




Example o a compdre€ & contrdst text structure

What makes

that plece SOCCER X FOOTBALL
have a
compare and 1. sphere-shaped balll both: sports 1. ball with Z ends

confrast

2. goal both: the. bl Z.end 20ne
3 rarelg touch con be kicked 3, Frequenﬂg touch
ball with hands ball with hands
both: 11 players
4. tockling is on the tield /' 4 tackling is

forbidden ollowed

-
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Ask Yourself's
[s this plece of
writing explaining
why something
happened?
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#4: CAUSE & EffECT

18 1T
explaining what
effects will




Example of a CAUuSe & E££ECT text structure

Head injuries account for between 4% and 22% of all soccer
injuries. These can result in concussions. A concussion may occur when
someone’s head strikes an object. The most common cause of a
concussion during soccer is when one player’s head strikes B\
another player’s head. The second most common _ O\ |
cause of a soccer-related concussion is when /
the ball is kicked from close range and hits a
| player’s head. Heading the ball does not cause
|head injuries, as long as it is done properly.

P




Example of a CAUuSe & E££ECT text structure

What makes
that piece have CAUSE: EFFECT:

a cause and 2 players
effect hitting heads HEAD

structure? = - INJURIES

e ’_ = — .".'i,.-" Tt -_‘ R
s e ede s . o o~ -

i — -~ ‘ -f‘— < — — ::\L :;g:
.+ | CAUSE: A bdll hitting
3 “‘.},__3;; - | someone’s head when
| kicked at close range




#5: PRODBIEM 8 %‘UM{F@@@

" Ask Yourselfs
Is this plece of

writing telling me
how a problem |

\_can be solved? /

probiem possible
solutions



ExXample of.aiProblEM& SoIution

£ Prof essional soccer players head the ball thousands of times (N
during their careers. Doctors are unsure whether players that ~
repeatedly head the ball are more susceptible to later head
injuries. Therefore, many parents and coaches are choosing
to take steps to protect young players. What are some
possible protections?

- Make sure children learn how to properly head the ball.

- Use the appropriate size ball for the age of the players.

(Smaller balls are less likely to cause injuries.)
- Make a “no heading” rule for the younger players.




Example 0f.aPrObIEMI& SOIULion

a What makes

that plece have | POSSIBLE
a problem and PROBLEM: SOLUTIONS:
solufion Head inJUPiGS -Proper instruction
structure?

during soccer |

-Correct size of bdlls]

-No heading rule
(for younger players)




LeT'S pracricCe!

Read the S_‘FOIIOWTT\Q paésages about bubble gum|

« Description (or topical)
* Sequence

« Compare and Contrast
* Cause and Effect

» Problem and Solutffon

P



/ It is easy to get gum stuck in your hair. t’s not so easy to\
| get it out! If you happento get gum stuck in your hair, do NOT
.| reach for the scissors. There are several ways to remove gum
| from hair without getting a new haircut! The least messy method |
| is the ice cube method. Put several ice cubes in a plastic bag and |
hold it against the gum. The gum should harden, making it easy to

break off. Another effective method (but messier) is to work
| peanut butter into the gum. Egg whites, vinegar ‘
or mayonnaise are other solutions to a gum-in-the- =
hair catastrophe. 2




/ Chewing gum has a long history in the United States. Native \
| Americans chewed the sap from spruce trees and passed the habit to
| settlers. The settlers added beeswax to make a chewing gum. In 1848,
~ | John B. Curtis made and sold a gum called The State of Maine Pure
. | Spruce Gum. In 1871, Thomas Adams patented a machine to
manufacture gum. In 1914, Wrigley Doublemint brand was s 2
created. This was the first gum to have mint and fruit
lavors added. In 1928, Walter Diemer
invented the pink Double Bubble bubble
gum. Today, milions of pieces are chewed
each day.

7 it , . e ] - > ! ;3{ ‘_e;-.*:‘ ;-A- . _'_-s -
SEquence




Bubble gum is a type of chewing gum. Most people love to
| blow bubbles with bubble gum. There are numerous flavors of
< | bubble gum. Some of the more popular flavors include grape,
| strawberry, watermelon, cinnamon, fruit punch, and blue
raspberry. Some of the more unusuval flavors are bacon s
and popcorn. In taste tests, children seemto prefer
strawberry and watermelon flavors. What flavor of

Q bubble gum is your favorite?




/ You might be surprised to know that chewing gum might g
actually be good for youl Scientists have discovered that chewing
= | gum can help your memory. This increase in memory might be dvue
| to the chewing action by your jaw. When you chew gum, your |
| hippocampus is stimulated. The hippocampus is the memory part of [
i the brain. Chewing gum also results in more blood flow and oxygen

preparing to take a test, you might want
to pop a plece of gum in your mouth|







